
 Mrs. Gillingham’s 3rd grade class 
Tuesday, December 15, 2020 

ELA - BLOCK #1 
We are finishing Wonders Unit 2 this week 
with a unit assessment and some writing 
projects. The Unit 2 assessment asked 3rd 
graders to read two texts completely 
independently and respond to questions to 
show they have learned the skills we have 
been practicing in class.


Our first writing project was a how-to 
paragraph about hot chocolate, our spirit day 
theme on Monday. Students were expected to 
use what they learned about sequencing and 
paragraphing. We also started a high interest 
research report on the topic of endangered 
animals. Third graders are choosing their 
animal from a collection of books in EPIC.


MATH - BLOCK #2 
Unit 3 Addition & Subtraction Strategies has 
students learning rounding and estimating 
skills. Students are learning friendly strategies 
for addition of 3-digit numbers, like a number 
line, breaking apart by hundreds, tens, and 
ones, and the Give & Take method. These are 
age appropriate methods that are effective 
and do not involve regrouping (the “old school” 
algorithm). 


When we return from Winter Break, we will 
focus on subtraction strategies with large 
numbers. 


SOCIAL STUDIES & HEALTH - 
BLOCK #3 

We have blasted into space in our unit, 
Understanding the Geography of the World. 
So far student astronauts have learned about 
the 4 hemispheres, 7 continents, 5 oceans, and 
many countries of North America. Geography 
terms we’ve also learned are equator, prime 
meridian, and the cardinal directions on the 
compass. Maps and globes are fun to explore 
together. I encourage you to engage with your 
child around how to read maps.


We’re close to finishing our Great Body Shop 
magazine is called “Let’s Eat”. I encourage you 
to check out the My Plate section that shows 
how to create a balanced meal.


WINTER BREAK 
Our winter break starts next week on 
December 21st and goes through January 1st. 
There will be no school during this time. 
Students will be back to class Monday, 
January 4, 2021.


Please encourage your 3rd grader to read 
during break. Share reading together and 
make time to read independently. Becoming a 
proficient reader in 3rd grade is one of the 
most important goals. Our librarian has many 
resources to find books.


NEWS from the Nest

It’s hard to believe that 2020 is coming to a close. I would’ve never dreamed that I could 
teach and we could learn together while staying at home. Your children have been 
troopers in this online learning adventure! I wish you all the best this holiday season and a 
brighter possibilities in the coming new year. 


